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people; a traitor sergeant whose name was Marcel,
began to cry to our people: * Yield, lord Knights, for
the King commands you, and do not cause the King to
be slain/ All thought that the King had so command-
ed, and gave up their swords to the Saracens. The
Emir saw that the Saracens were bringing in our
people prisoners, so he said to my Lord Philip that it
was not fitting that he should grant a truce to our
people, for he saw very well that they were already
prisoners.
" So it happened to my Lord Philip that whereas
he was free, all our people were taken captive, yet was
not he so taken, because he was an envoy. But there
is an evil custom in that land that when the King sends
envoys to the Soldan, or the Soldan to the King, and
the King dies, or the Soldan, before the envoy's return,
then the envoys, from whithersoever they may come,
and whether Christians or Saracens, are made prisoners
and slaves."
The village to which Louis IX and his nobles
escaped, before they were taken prisoners, was called
Minyet Abi Abdilla. We know from the Arabic
Chronicle that Louis IX was afterwards taken to
Mansura and kept prisoner in the house known as that
of Fakhr al-Din Lokman, and was given a guard whose
name was Sobayh al-Muaszami, and was then taken
to the Muslim camp. The guard of Sultan Turan
Shah, having in the meantime conspired against him,
murdered him on the spot near the place where the
French King and his lords were kept prisoners,4 De
Joinville relates, as already said, that one of the leaders
of the royal guard, a knight named Faris-ud-Din Aktay,
cut the Sultan's heart off his body and took it to King
Louis IX with blood dripping from his hand, and said
to him: " What will you give me ? I have murdered
your enemy who would have murdered you if he had
lived." The King made no reply. He also relates
that the Muslim leaders offered to the imprisoned